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Hi.

My super quick back story: 
BA in Linguistics at University of Chicago. (2004)
Two years in Berlin working in linguistics. (2004–2006)
Transition to design. (2006 onwards)
MFA, Communication Design, Pratt. (2011)
Internship at C-Lab, Columbia’s architectural think tank. (9/2011–2/2012)
Freelance designer, INABA. (current)

http://withandagainst.com


new. 
Graphic identity and signage for 2011 Pratt thesis show

A simple concept framed the show: new. New like Pratt’s 
new MFA, studio space and the thesis projects themselves.  
Because of space constraints, the thesis show had to be  

held on two separate dates. Instead of ignoring this, we 
doubled the logo and printed a newsletter takeaway that 
would unify the thesis show across both dates.

http://withandagainst.com/projects/new-/




new. 
Graphic identity and signage for 2011 Pratt thesis show

The individual signage used the same graphic language as the 
show signage: the heavy frame and the newsletter format. 

If “new” was the starting context of the show, the artists 
statements roamed and explored the page, as the thesis 
projects explored the field of graphic design.  

http://withandagainst.com/projects/new-mfa-show-signage/


Big + Little
A pop-up space 

http://withandagainst.com/projects/biglittle/Big + little was launched in the fall of 2010 to 
encourage a sense of student ownership of the new 
Pratt studios. A small room was re-allocated as the big 
+ little space, which every student could temporarily 
take over for projects, events and shows. 

graphic identity, event, tool-kitBig + Little
a pop-up space tool-kit

a 
pop-up 

kit

The project included a flexible graphic 
identity for the space, a documentation 
template and a booklet explaining 
how to launch a similar community 
space elsewhere.

Actually enacted, the pop-up space 
was a great succcess. Above: the 
Big + Little conversation continues  
on Facebook. 

Big + Little is a pop-up space organized by a team in the 
Transdisciplinary Class. Faced with a new, but sterile studio, 
we wanted to encourage student ownership of the space. 

We took charge of a small room, called it the Big + Little pop-
up space and invited students to hold their own events there.
To launch Big + Little, we organized a week of events. 

http://withandagainst.com/projects/biglittle/


http://withandagainst.com/projects/biglittle/Spreads from the tool-kit.graphic identity, event, tool-kitBig + Little
tool-kit spreads

Big + Little
Tool-kit

The tool-kit documents the project and offers advice on how 
to launch a similar community-building space elsewhere. 

http://withandagainst.com/projects/biglittle/


Periods of Activity: 1982-2010
loose leaf folio

A depersonalized autobiography. What are the facts of my 
life? What is the narrative that I tell others? Focusing on 
documented events, dates and photos, this folio tries to 

present an objective history of my life. The loose pages, 
destined to be re-ordered, hint at the construction of narrative 
that any autobiography involves.

http://withandagainst.com/project/bio-folio/


Last Minute Signage System
Mid-year MFA show graphic identity and signage

http://withandagainst.com/projects/last-minute-signage-system/Created for the Pratt MFA Mid-Year Student 
Show. The Last Minute Signage acknowledges and 
flaunts the inherent chaos of a group show by both 
emphasizing the group’s internal diversity and being 
easy to modify in the event of last-minute changes.

Last Minute Signage System
MFA Mid-Year Student Show 
signage

graphic identity, signage system, map

Chantal Fischzang
chantal@fischzang.com

Created on 13.12.10 at
www.moregood.co.uk/diy

1886

Janice Ramirez

http://nicerez.com/

Created on 13.12.10 at
www.moregood.co.uk/diy

NICHOLAS MISANI

NICKMISANI.BLOGSPOT.COM

CREATED ON 13.12.10 AT
WWW.MOREGOOD.CO.UK/DIY

NATALIE
SIMS

NATALIE
SIMS

CREATED ON 13.12.10 AT
WWW.MOREGOOD.CO.UK/DIY

Each participant is assigned a random graphic 
identity using an online DIY design tool. 

Printed on different colored sheets, these flyers were 
layered upon each other to create the show poster. 
If a participant drops out at the last minute, their flyer is 
easy to peel off or paste over. 

The Last Minute Signage acknowledges the inherent chaos of a 
group show by emphasizing the group’s internal diversity and 
being easy to modify in the event of last-minute changes.

Flyers are made for each participant using an online DIY design 
tool. These are layered on top of each other to create the show 
poster but are easy to peel off in the event of a last minute drop-out. 

http://withandagainst.com/projects/last-minute-signage-system/Created for the Pratt MFA Mid-Year Student 
Show. The Last Minute Signage acknowledges and 
flaunts the inherent chaos of a group show by both 
emphasizing the group’s internal diversity and being 
easy to modify in the event of last-minute changes.

Last Minute Signage System
MFA Mid-Year Student Show 
signage

graphic identity, signage system, map
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www.moregood.co.uk/diy

1886
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Created on 13.12.10 at
www.moregood.co.uk/diy

NICHOLAS MISANI

NICKMISANI.BLOGSPOT.COM

CREATED ON 13.12.10 AT
WWW.MOREGOOD.CO.UK/DIY
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SIMS

NATALIE
SIMS

CREATED ON 13.12.10 AT
WWW.MOREGOOD.CO.UK/DIY

Each participant is assigned a random graphic 
identity using an online DIY design tool. 

Printed on different colored sheets, these flyers were 
layered upon each other to create the show poster. 
If a participant drops out at the last minute, their flyer is 
easy to peel off or paste over. 

http://withandagainst.com/projects/last-minute-signage-system/


The individual signage begins to resemble a bulletin 
board—another form of community conversation and 
announcement. 

The Last Minute Signage System is in a sense a 
stylized, purposeful bulletin board. 

http://withandagainst.com/projects/last-minute-signage-system/graphic identity, signage system, mapLast Minute Signage System
individual signage and map

The individual signage is an an 
abstraction of a participant’s graphic 
identity.

This individual signage is then used 
for the map. Crucially, the map shows 
the changes it has gone through, 
acknowledging the show’s chaos. 

Last Minute Signage System
Mid-year MFA show graphic identity and signage

The individual signage is abstracted from the randomly-made 
flyer and becomes a kind of individual graphic identity. 

This individual signage is then used for the map. Crucially, the 
map shows the changes it has gone through, acknowledging 
the show’s chaos.

The individual signage begins to resemble a bulletin 
board—another form of community conversation and 
announcement. 

The Last Minute Signage System is in a sense a 
stylized, purposeful bulletin board. 

http://withandagainst.com/projects/last-minute-signage-system/graphic identity, signage system, mapLast Minute Signage System
individual signage and map

The individual signage is an an 
abstraction of a participant’s graphic 
identity.

This individual signage is then used 
for the map. Crucially, the map shows 
the changes it has gone through, 
acknowledging the show’s chaos. 

http://withandagainst.com/projects/last-minute-signage-system/


Brooklyn Notebook
An anti-guidebook to Brooklyn 

Brooklyn Notebook
an alternative guidebook

http://withandagainst.com/projects/brooklyn-notebook/  notebook, guidebook This notebook simply, monotonously devotes two 
pages for every neighborhood in the borough of 
Brooklyn. This relentless listing is an itinerary, a list 
of things to do or a journal of things done. Above all it 
reminds how much there is left to explore.

Greenpoint
Williamsburg
East Williamsburg
Bushwick
Stuyvesant Heights
Bedford-Stuyvesant
Clinton Hill
Fort Greene
Navy Yard
Vinegar Hill
DUMBO
RAMBO
Fulton Ferry
Brooklyn Heights
Downtown
Boerum Hill
Cobble Hill
Carroll Gardens
Red Hook
Gowanus
Prospect Heights
Park Slope
South Slope
Prospect Park
Prospect Park South
Crown Heights
Lefferts Garden
Caton Park
Windsor Terrace
Kensington
Greenwood Cemetery
Greenwood Heights
Sunset Park
Borough Park
Bay Ridge
Fort Hamilton
Dyker Heights
Mapleton
Bath Beach
Bensonhurst
Gravesend
Coney Island
Sea Gate
Brighton Beach

Manhattan Beach
Sheepshead Bay
Gerritsen Beach
Plum Beach
Madison
Homecrest
Ocean Parkway
Manhattan Terrace
Nottingham
Midwood
East Midwood
West Midwood
Fiske Terrace
Midwood Park
Ditmas Park West
Ditmas Park
Beverly Square West
Beverly Square East
Albermarle-Kenmore Terrace
Wingate
Rugby
Flatbush
East Flatbush
Farragut
Marine Park
Mill Basin
Mill Island
Bergen Beach
Georgetown
Paerdegat Basin
Flatlands
Canarsie
Remsen Village
Brownsville
Weeksville
Ocean Hill
Broadway Triangle
Highland Park
East New York
New Lots
Starrett City
Spring Creek
City Line
Cypress Hills

The last page lists the 88 
neighborhoods in the book. 

Rather than collect another list of best-ofs for Brooklyn, the 
Brooklyn Notebook invites exploration of the borough by list-
ing the neighboroohds of Brooklyn, one per page.

A simple enough premise which works through the sheer 
number of neighborhoods: simply flipping through the note-
book reveals how much there is left to discover. 

http://withandagainst.com/projects/brooklyn-notebook/


C-Lab Planning Book 
Portfolio of C-Lab’s urban planning work

C-Lab is an architectural think tank associated with 
Columbia. One of C-Lab’s central outputs is Volume Magazine, 
a collaboration with Archis. 

The planning book is a portfolio of C-Lab’s urban planning to 
stress both C-Lab’s traditional strength (cultural engagement) 
as well as its urban planning capabilities. 



C-Lab Planning Book 
Portfolio of C-Lab’s urban planning work

Since so many of C-Lab’s projects have already been designed, 
whether for Volume or other publications, the planning book 
reprints existing material wherever possible. 

The blue overlayer text allows us to comment on the project 
from a contemporary point of view. 



C-Lab Planning Book 
spread detail



Times Canyon
installation/art concept

Times Canyon is a space in which Times Square buildings are 
transformed into the colors of the Grand Canyon. 

Fixed point viewfinders installed in Times Square can reveal 
this space, letting New Yorkers see the Square anew.

http://timescanyon.com




Times Canyon
viewmaster

The viemaster lets Times Canyon visitors see the space in 
stereographic vision. 

Times Canyon was shown in Times Square as part a show 
organized by The Work Office (TWO)’s wth the Times Square 
Alliance in October, 2011.

http://timescanyon.com


 
Times Square Tower
7 Times Square

 

May 18–July 5, 2011

Times Canyon
promotional posters

http://timescanyon.com


Times Canyon
Google Earth video

Times Canyon can be downloaded and explored freely 
with Google Earth.

A fly-by tour can be seen at http://vimeo.com/23064498.

Explore more and download Times Canyon at timescanyon.com.

http://timescanyon.com
http://timescanyon.com


Anti Means Yes (Antimeansyes.com)
website / book

My thesis had been a living document for over a year, so it 
seemed wrong to freeze it prematurely in print. 
The website thus became the principal documentation of 

the thesis. To fulfill the MFA requirements, I designed the 
format so that it could easily tranlate to print. The left hand 
menu repeated on every page like a manifesto.  

http://antimeansyes.com


Forms of Content: C-Lab 2005-2011
newsletter + show

Forms of Content is a publication that works as a show and as 
a newsletter take-away. Designed for a show in the Yoshioka 
Magazine Library, the newsletter was displayed in a shelving 

system. Panels of the newsletter can be arranged with other 
panels to reveal the word “C-LAB” and other images. Of 
course, the newsletter is also a fun take-away. 





Forms of Content: C-Lab 2005-2011
newsletter 



Forms of Content: C-Lab 2005-2011
press

Forms of Content was featured on the Domus blog. 
http://www.domusweb.it/en/news/forms-of-content-c-lab-20052011/



Thanks. 

Betsy Medvedovsky 
is withandagainst.com

http://withandagainst.com

